THE CAST

CAPRICE CLARK

I am a young man who wants a great future. I want to prosper in life. I have made some bad choices that have slowed the process. I have a good family support system. I had a great loss when I was only twelve years old. My brother, Brandon Hawkins, was lost to the streets. I know he is in a better place, and I will see him again. I put my faith in God to steer me in the right direction. Working on this play has been a great experience for me. 
PATRICK CLANTON

I am seventeen years old. I like going to the mall. I like Kanye. 

I went to Franklin High School. This is the first play I have ever been in. I love theater and acting. I did not know this before this play. I want to go to college and maybe study theater. I like working with kids. 

QUINCY FRYE

I am a senior at East High School. I was supposed to graduate last June,

but some difficulties and obstacles set me back in January. I played on the varsity football team. My favorite thing to do is to be with my lady and our children. I want to be a good father and make sure my children have a good life.  This play is astounding, a really good play and a really good experience for me. 
LORENZO GEORGE

I am seventeen years old. My favorite thing to do is to make music and sing. I love to go to the mall to stay fresh. My hero is my Uncle Bishop James Hartsfield. He is the apostle of my church and my Godfather.  Working on this play has been inspirational and life changing for me.

DEJOUR NESMITH

I am the oldest of four brothers. I love to clean and to help others with their problems. I like school. I like math. I always try my hardest with everything I do. My favorite rappers are Little Wayne, Jadakiss, and Young Jeezy. My favorite singers are Chris Brown, Beyonce, and Rihanna. My favorite sports and baseball and basketball. And I love candy of any kind. This play was a first time experience for me. I would love to do it again, but not in here.

JONATHAN PINEDA

I have a wife and two children. I love to cook, and I love to take care of my family. I love to fix houses, and when I am not working my favorite thing to do is to go out with my wife and children.  I look up to my brother-in-law because he taught me to be a real man. He made me see the streets are not the way and work is the way, the only way, to take care of your family. It has been great to be a part of this play.

LARRY RUCKER

I am seventeen years old. I love to listen to music. My top three artists are Kanye, D-Block, and Nas. My hobbies are football, basketball, and chilling with my lady. My main goal is to leave this place and never come back.

I want to get my life on track. When I was young, my dream was to be a judge. I have plans to fulfill my dream as soon as I leave this place. 

JEREMIH SANTIAGO

I live on the eastside of ROC City. That’s my side of town. My favorite rappers are D-Block, Jadakiss, and Styles P. I love basketball, football, baseball, and boxing. My favorite thing to do is to cool out with my lady and my family. It makes me happy that I have a son on the way. This is my first play, and I really enjoyed it. 

DANIEL VASQUEZ

I never expected to be here, but for some reason I am glad. I learned I like to express myself. I rarely got the chance to. I really liked working in the Jimmy Santiago Baca Library on the fifth floor writing the play, and I really like performing it. From writing to performing in the play, this has been such a good project to work on.

MARTIN HARDISKY

Reading Jahmeric Hunter’s poem

Reading Dianajha Fulton’s poem

GAIL LEYSATH

Reading Brooklyn Lawson’s poem

JOSEPHINE MAYFIELD

Reading Deja Caldwell’s poem

DAVID SHAKES
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On Writing “I Stand Here Before You”
Working on this play, I learned how to express my feelings without anger. This was a time to cool out, think, and express myself on paper. I found a real passion I did not know I had. I learned education is a key and knowledge is beneficial. It’s too bad everyone does not get the chance to express himself or herself and find a true passion.

I found my dreams and put them on paper. This made me determined to go back to school and become an asset instead of a statistic or a clown. 

I liked it that I was expected to work, respected, and appreciated. 

We all worked together. In “I Stand Here Before You,” we are testifying. We are making ourselves visible as more than a charge, more than a number, more than a statistic of African American males in jail. We are using our minds and our voices to speak to you and to say we do exist in the world. We are part of the world and our community. 

We want the chance to succeed.

         Edward Williams
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